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MULTICULTURALISM IN 21ST-CENTURY ENGLISH
LITERATURE THROUGH THE STUDY OF

CONTEMPORARY BRITISH AUTHORS

Abstract. The article reveals the semantic content of the concept of 
multiculturalism in contemporary English literature of the 21st century as a 
complex artistic phenomenon that integrates social, ethnic, and gender 
dimensions of cultural experience. It is established that multiculturalism in British 
prose serves as a tool for comprehending the interaction between the individual 
and society under conditions of postcolonial transformations. It is found that in 
the works of Nadeem Aslam, Gautam Malkani, Zadie Smith, Samantha Harvey, 
and Bernardine Evaristo, the artistic representation of a multicultural environment 
is realized through profound psychological insight, sociolinguistic variability, and 

Maps for Lost Lovers depicts the inner conflict between traditional religious 
orientations and new sociocultural realities of British society. It is highlighted that 

self-expression within the multicultural space of London. It is stated that Zadie 
h explores the theme of adaptation through the metaphors of 



interaction emerge as symbols of the struggle for survival in a multicultural 
Orbital, in the context of multicultural 

issues, demonstrates a universal dimension of human existence, where outer space 
functions as a metaphor for a globalized world without clear ethnic and cultural 
boundaries. It is pointed out that Bernardine Evaris
represents the multiplicity of female voices and constructs a model of 
intersectional multiculturalism, in which ethnic, gender, and social identities 
interact as equally significant components of cultural experience. It is observed
that the analyzed works reveal a complex interaction between the individual and 
society, where multiculturalism as an artistic category combines personal 
experiences, intercultural conflicts, and processes of global identity formation, 
thus confirming its significance for understanding the sociocultural transfor-
mations of the 21st century.

Keywords: multiculturalism, contemporary English literature, cultural 
identity, intercultural interaction, discourse.
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relationships, with profound insights into the cultural intersection of British 
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ent, failed to recognise the universality a the word 
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know what other poncey words like homophobic an misogynist mean an I know 
that sh

-

ctin like 

-

some fuckin Grampa Simpson when we could be chasing the rear end a some J-

the road Alsana popped behind the post office and removed her pinchy sandals in 
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possibilities of subject and perspective that his wife wrote out on its reverse. The 



point of Oman jutting into the Persian Gulf, dust clouds over the navy Arabian 

tell people at home, because the small things are too mundane and the rest is too 



-

rooms 
became rehearsal spaces, old bangers transported props, costumes came from 
second-hand shops, sets were extracted from junk yards, they called on mates to 

dealings with Americans... lesbians in particular wanted to help her, to open doors 
-104] 



survivors of domestic abuse... she heard people share their life stories and reach 
life- -
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